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www.strannik.bg 

What else is Nearby 
 

Български               Русский 
 

 

The Kanatitsa symbol 
 
A simple geometric shape or a reminiscence of the ancient 
deities? 
What deities you really worship, no matter of religion?! 
 
A www.strannik.bg research about the places across the 
world, in which the Kanatitsa symbol, as it is known in 
Bulgaria, is spread. 
 
 
 

The symbolism in the folklore is one of the first ways of reflecting the world around us. The 
symbols are of the first written signs ever since the dawn of mankind. And they usually carry within 
themselves unique information, often forgotten or lost through the millennia or because of people’s 
migration. Sometimes the symbols are not so clear for the unenlightened viewers, but many of 
them are believed to contain hidden protective messages. 

 
One such a symbol is an image with the name “Kanatitsa”, well known in Bulgaria from the 

Chiprovtsi carpets, which is the object of this research. 
 
This symbol has retained its shape for more than seven thousand years and has spread all 

over the Earth, no matter of religion nor political structure. 
 

  

In the course of the research I’ve had a correspondence with hundreds of governmental and 
private cultural institutions, museums and people with interests in the field, from different world 
regions where I’ve spotted the symbol. I’ve also observed a several thousands of images and 
written materials about it. 
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To my question “What that symbol means?” in the respective traditions and cultures, the 

most common answer I received was that the figure is just a simple geometric shape (which is 
obvious). Everywhere around the world this figure is believed to be a unique and local symbol. Its 
uniqueness actually consists of that the symbol is ubiquitous. 

See for yourself on the map. 
 
This sign appears to be one of the most ancient and worldwide spread symbols, preserving 

its integrity since the ancient times to present day. 
The first known such image is dated about 5300 BC and is on a clay pot, found in a mound 

Hadzhilar, at about 615km south of Istanbul. This fact hints that the symbolism and the reasons 
led to its occurrence are much older. This dating is only 2-3 centuries after the scientifically 
calculated supposed happening of The Biblical Flood. 

The image has artistic derivatives which always repeat its basic element. There are different 
interpretations in its design depending on time and location, but the symbol always remains the 
same in its essence. 

 

Facts, names and attached meanings of the symbol: 
– Almost everywhere around the world the figure symbolizes eternal life (or at least 

longevity), is used as an amulet, which protects from evil forces, and is a symbol which grants 
happiness and prosperity to its bearer. 

– Almost everywhere the symbol can be found on tissues or on something which a person 
can easily carry with himself when moving from one place to another – dishes, clothes, jewelry... 
It is a rare case the symbol to be found on immovable objects. 

– In Bulgaria the name “Kanatitsa” can translate as “Wings”, “Wings of”. A logical question 
arises: “Whose wings?”. It is a symbol of happiness, longevity and protection from evil forces. 

– On the carpets of Balkans, Middle East and Caucasus, the figure is often portrayed 
around another symbol, known as “The tree of life”. 
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– One of the image’s names in North America is “Butterfly”. It symbolizes eternal life. 
Logically speaking, the butterflies are far from the eternal life. But in the name of the symbol there 
is definitely a reference to the butterfly’s four wings. 

– In a lot of places across the globe the figure is called “Morning star”, “Evening star”- 
designations which lead to many legends of the same kind. 

– In Kyrgyzstan the symbol is called “Tumarcha”, which literally means “amulet”. It is used 
as a talisman, which protects from evil eyes. 

– In the Far East legends (the Tai culture) the center of the image is often referred to as 
the nest (the throne) of the dragon. A logical question arises – in the center of what the dragon is 
sitting. 

– In the Far East – Thailand, Laos (the Tai culture), woven drapes with the symbol on them 
are hanged on the homes’ entrances for protection from negative influences and for prosperity. 

– In the village houses of India the figure is drawn on the wall next to the entrance door 
for protection from evil forces and for happiness. 

– Image on a tomb (chulpas) of a high chief of the Aymara people from the times preceding 
the Incas in Bolivia, as a symbol of eternal life. 

 

  

– Male and female, wedding, children, kinship between families and tribes… According to 
this interpretation, all nations, in whose folklore the symbol can be found, should be of one kin, 
which is impossible. Tissues, bearing the sign, have been inherited and used by several 
generations, when kinship and tribal ties have already changed. And this hasn’t affected the 
meaning of the symbol at all. 

– Reflections of mountains in water. The symbol is actually a mirror image, both 
horizontally and vertically. With this interpretation at least two discrepancies occur. The first – no 
mountain in the world looks like this – turned with its top down. The second – people living in 
desert areas, where mountains and water are missing from the landscape, don’t have a chance 
to see this very view. 

– “Diamond” – quite modern interpretation of the symbol’s name. The figure’s edges 
indeed repeat the structure grid of this amorphous state of the carbon. But the people 7000 years 
ago are unlikely to be aware of that. 

 
After accumulating a good amount of data about the symbol’s meanings around the world, I 

logically asked myself: 
What is this unifying thing since ancient times to present day, which protects the people from 

evil forces, grants them prosperity and potentially has wings?! Furthermore it lives forever or at 
least sufficiently long?! 

 
My knee-jerk, spontaneous answer was – deities, angels. These mystical winged mentors 

and protectors live in the people’s legends all around the world, as well as in all Holy Scriptures. 
Let’s see if this is a possible hypothesis: 
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The winged deities 
 
Throughout the whole history of mankind in the legends and folklore are described winged 

creatures (deities), came from the sky. 
 

   

The non-recognized by the Church as a part of the Holy Bible “Book of Enoch” talks about 
angels that came from the sky and started to live among the people. The Holy Bible itself (briefly) 
talks about the same thing. 

According to Genesis, Enoch is the seventh of the ten patriarchs of mankind, who lived for 
several centuries before The Flood. Enoch is great-grandfather of the Biblical Noah, who saved 
the people and the beasts from The Flood. 

 
The cuneiform texts containing myths from ancient Mesopotamia, talk about seven deities 

(sages, demigods), which brought the people culture and civilization and taught them arts and 
crafts. In Sumerian they are called Abgal, in Akkadian – Apkallu. In the Assyrian palaces Apkallu 
are guardians against evil spirits. 

Seven are the main Zoroastrian angels Amesha Spenta (The Holy Immortals). 
“Book of Enoch” also talks about that the angels taught people metalworking, medicine, 

astronomy… Specifically are listed seven angels (deities), which are First Teachers. 
According to the second canonical Book of Tobit, the holy angels, who ascend the prayers 

to the Lord, are seven. 
The Orthodox Church honors Seven Holy Archangels, who stand before the Lord’s Throne. 
The same legend is described in Vedic and Hindu literature. A lot later the same legends can 

be met in the culture of the most ancient known inhabitants of North and South America. 
 
They say that these winged creatures from the sky were the first kings, benefactors and 

protectors of the people. They chose leaders-intermediaries among the people, through which 
they passed down their knowledge. And the next in line kings are their heirs. 

 
The Holy books and the legends of old say that the winged deities (sons of the gods, angels) 

liked the daughters of people and took them to be their wives. Legends of that kind – about stolen 
girls and lads by mythical winged creatures, still live among the people nowadays. 

 
It is logical to assume, that the creatures came from the sky aboard on flying apparatus of 

some kind. They probably have transported themselves above the earth surface by flying. The 
technical parameters of the flying devices are not the subject of this research. 
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It is a fact that on the oldest known images from ancient Mesopotamia these creatures 
(deities) are portrayed with wings. Furthermore – most often with four (two pairs) wings. And in 
most cases, doing something around a floral motive, known as “The Tree of Life”. 

The “Book of Enoch” and a lot of nation’s myths speak about the four-winged angels. The 
Holy books of all religions and all nations’ culture also speak about the winged creatures (angels) 
as messengers of heaven (God). 

Besides wings, the other invariable attribute of the first deities’ images is the bird head, 
usually giving resemblance to an eagle. 

In many of the ancient tales is told that the plumage and the beak of the winged deities are 
only a “mask” (or a protective suit?!), which hides a humanoid creature, who can live normal 
among the people even without them. And when in need, they can put them on again and fly away 
to the heaven. 

It is logical to assume, that when moving by flying devices, the winged deities have also 
used a helmet as a protective device. 

 

   

Imagine that you’ve never seen a human being, wearing a helmet and flying on a device of 
some kind. How would you describe (draw) it? Of course – by using an analog with something 
familiar. The most natural likeness is a… bird. Today’s helmets with their viewfinders up and when 
seen in profile strike a resemblance to a beak of a bird. A similar example – the train is called “iron 
horse” by North America’s Indians in not so distant past. 

 
The deities which have several incarnations, one of them is invariably… an eagle, a raven, 

a thunderbird… Or another bird with a similar stance. And most are often associated with Morning 
Star. 

 
By the way the name of the biblical angel Lucifer comes from the Latin Lucifer, which means 

“bringer of light”, “light-bearer” or simply said – Morning Star. 
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For several thousand years the winged 
deities’ images gradually “evolve” from birdlike 
to quite human characters. 

 
A good example is the Christian Archangel 

Michael (Mikal in Islam). In his present 
representations he battles evil (the devil), but in 
his initial image, he always battles a dragon. As 
battling a dragon are portrayed and the ancient 
winged deities from Mesopotamia.   

 

The divine bird Garuda and the ancient deities of North and South America are represented 
in the same way even nowadays. Even some of the modern’s coats of arms are analogical. 

 
The religions’ uncomfortable deities – enlighteners (light-bearers) are progressively being 

demonized. But the wings always remain as a constant attribute to both fallen and righteous 
angels. 

 
In the beliefs of the Far East nations however, there is not such an evolution. The image of 

the mythical divine bird Garuda (Gandaberunda, Karura, Tengu) is honored there invariably, as a 
protector from evil forces and a symbol of divine and ruler’s power. 

 
In a lot of cultures and religions these winged deities (divine “birds”) are still honored as 

ancestors, earliest teachers, benefactors and protectors, no matter of the current religion and 
polity. Actually the “new” religions retain the traditions and assign the old deities for a better 
continuity. 

 
Coats of arms with winged deities 
 
Images of winged deities present in the heraldry (coats of arms) of the mankind from 

millennia. One of the oldest known such coats of arms are from the country of the Hittites in Asia 
Minor (XV centuries BC) and ancient Mesopotamia. 

 
Most often these images are identified as an eagle, falcon, hawk, rarely raven, thunderbird 

or another bird with a similar stance. 
 
And to this day many such coats of arms represent royal (imperial) and other dynastic 

families, Masonic organizations, towns, regions, religious organizations, knightly orders, countries 
and so forth worldwide elite. 
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Currently over 40 countries, Higher degrees of Masonic organizations and many Popes of 

the Vatican have coats of arms containing an “eagle”. 
 
Such is the coat of arms of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the unofficial one of the Holy Mount 

Athos, there is an analogical one on The Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem, and also on the obelisk in 
the middle of square "St. Peter" in the Vatican. 

Such is the coat of arms of the Quraysh – the tribe of the Prophet Mohammed, also the one 
of Saladin – the leader of the Saracens and the most powerful and noble opponent of the 
Crusaders. 

 
There are all sorts of theories and myths regarding the origin and the meaning of such coats 

of arms - dynastic inheritance to successors of empires (all you can think about), unifying symbol 
of two empires or religions (two heads), just "eagle" in a nest or in flight. 

 
The possibility these coats of arms to originate from the ancient images of winged deities as 

benefactors, protectors and power bearers is mentioned almost nowhere. Although the depiction 
and the symbolism are obviously the same, this fact is overlooked by stealth, especially in its 
modern day religious interpretations. 

Exceptions are the images of the divine bird Garuda in the coats of arms of Indonesia and 
Thailand and also in those of many cities and organizations in the Far East. 

 
The “eagles” coats of arms are invariably associated with the supreme divine power and 

strength of their owner everywhere, especially when they are combined with yellow (golden) color. 
 
The cult of winged deities 
 
While the coats of arms have been an exclusive privilege of the people’s elite, for the 

common folks the cult of the winged deities is expressed in other forms. 
 

  

Its most common expression is in the festive and ritualistic clothing or ritualistic dancing. 
 
The ritualistic clothing of North’s and South’s America indigenous people often includes lots 

of elements with which the divine “eagles” are imitated. It is believed, that the eagle is a messenger 
from heaven and is symbol of courage and strength. 

 
The Asian shamans’ rituals also include clothing, which resemble “eagles”. 
 
In Vietnam winged deities (eagles) images often can be seen on children’s clothes. It is 

believed, that they protect them from evil spirits. 
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http://strannik.bg/search/photos?q=%D0%9A%D1%83%D0%BB%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%82+%D0%BA%D1%8A%D0%BC+%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B8+%D0%B1%D0%BE%D0%B6%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B0
http://strannik.bg/search/photos?q=%D0%9A%D1%83%D0%BB%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%82+%D0%BA%D1%8A%D0%BC+%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B8+%D0%B1%D0%BE%D0%B6%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B0
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Interpretations of the idea of winged deities (eagles) or their typical elements (most often 

wings), as protectors and benefactors can be seen on the armors, shields I helmets of the Roman 
Empire legionnaires, of the medieval knights, of the Japanese samurais … 

 

  
Among the nations of the Balkans, Asia Minor and the Caucasus is widespread, as a part of 

a folk costume, one very distinctive garment with particular, fake sleeves. It is known under the 
name of chepken (dzhepken, shepkan). 

The other name of this garment is angel’s or eagle’s sleeves. 
In the Middle Ages wearing it was a privilege only for people of high rank in society. 
But to nowadays it has reached as an exclusive festive and ritual costume. 
 
Based on my researches so far, I assert that all cultures and religions on Earth without 

exception, in fact worship by stealth the same deities, regardless of official version and canons 
 
Analogical symbols 
To be continued … 
 
Videos: 
 
– Тhe tradition of carpet-making in Chiprovtsi, Bulgaria 
 
– Maori Weaving with Veranoa Hetet, New Zealand 
 
–  Contemporary Salish Wool Weavings by Danielle Morsette displayed at the Suquamish 

Museum in Washington State, Canada  
 
– The Haka- ancient Māori war dance, New Zealand 
 
– Zulu weavers of grass baskets, South Africa  
 
– Navajo Weaver, North America 

 
– Mapuche Weaver, South America 
 
– Zapotec Weaver, Mexico 
 
– Ardabil Carpets, Iran, Azerbaijan tradition 
 

If the research has got you intrigued, like its Facebook page to keep on track with its 
continuation. 

http://www.strannik.bg/
http://strannik.bg/o/6254/simvolat-kanatitsa
http://strannik.bg/o/6254/simvolat-kanatitsa
mailto:strannik.bg@mail.bg?subject=From%20The%20Kanatitsa%20simbol
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YT2Osv9c2ns
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7RjkFdGC8sw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3X3GMCIFDWk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3X3GMCIFDWk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3X3GMCIFDWk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J94x3sgI_Ho
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bTud_-socoY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bTud_-socoY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uSR4g1LtHk8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2DXi8ez7i9U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvOrDMFInHU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8EhTsI98jxo
https://www.facebook.com/kanatitsa
http://strannik.bg/search/photos?q=%D0%9A%D1%83%D0%BB%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%82+%D0%BA%D1%8A%D0%BC+%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B8+%D0%B1%D0%BE%D0%B6%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B0
http://strannik.bg/search/photos?q=%D0%9A%D1%83%D0%BB%D1%82%D1%8A%D1%82+%D0%BA%D1%8A%D0%BC+%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B8+%D0%B1%D0%BE%D0%B6%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B0

